
Westover Primary School – Subject Knowledge Progression  
Geography Overview 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

Year R Concept: Location and Place 
Theme: Names of the local 
environment 
 
To know similarities and differences 
between life in this country and life in 
other countries. 
 

Concept: Mapping 
Theme: Reading and making maps 
 
To know how to draw information from a 
simple map. 

Concept: Weather and Climate 
Theme: Explore appropriate clothes 
for different weather 
 
 To know that there are some environments that 
are different from the one in which they live. 

Year 1 Concept: Location and Place 
Theme: Where do I live? 
 
To know the differences between rural and 
urban areas and know what type of 
settlement I live in. 
 
To know the features of our school 
grounds. 
 
To know the features of our local area. 
 
 

Concept: Mapping 
Theme: Mapping Portsmouth 
 
To know how to read a map. 
 
To know how to directions when using a map. 
 
To understand the purpose of a key.  

Concept: Weather and Climate 
Theme: Recording the Weather 
 
To know how to order the months of the year 
and recognise seasons. 
To know how to identify the types of clothing 
worn in different weather. 
To know how to identify the types of weather we 
have in the United Kingdom and record the daily 
weather in our area. 
To know how the weather affects different jobs. 
 

Year 2 Concept: Location and Place 
Theme: Are all cities in the UK 
the same? 
 

Concept: Weather and Climate 
Theme: Where are the hot and 
cold regions of the world?  

 

Concept: Human and Physical 
Features 
Theme: The difference between our 
coastlines 
 



To know how to identify urban and rural 
area.  
 
To know what a city includes.  
To know how to locate the four capital 
cities.  
To know how to explain the difference 
between human and physical features.  
 
 
 
 

To know how to identify hot and cold places 
and locate them on a map. 
 
To know how to recognise the features of hot 
and cold places.  
 
To know how to identify the animals that live 
in hot and cold places and recognise how they 
adapt.  
 

To know what the coast is. 
To know how to explore physical and human 
features of the coast. 
To know how to examine the animals and plants 
you find on the coast.  
 
To know how to compare how the people from a 
contrasting country use their coast and rivers.  

Year 3 Concept: Weather and Climate 
Theme: Climate zones 
 
To know each of the continents and 
oceans. 
To know the different climate zones in the 
world. 
To know how to compare weather in each 
of the climate zones. 
 
 
 

Concept: Weather and Climate 
Theme: The water cycles 
 
 To know how to explain what a river is. 
 
To know how rivers are used around the 
world. 
To know the stages and features of a river. 
To know how flooding affects communities. 
 

Concept: Location and Place 
Theme: European Country Contrast 
 
To know how to locate Europe on a world map 
and identify the characteristics. 
 
To know how to locate Europe’s countries and 
capitals. 
 
To know how life in a European country 
compares with my life and my local area.  
 
 
 
 
 

Year 4 Concept: Location and Place 
Theme: South America 
 

Concept: Settlement and Land Use 
Theme: Food in the UK 
 
I can compare land use and explore where 
food comes from in the UK. 

Concept: Environment and 
sustainability 
Theme: Human impact and 
sustainability 



To know how to locate South America on a 
world map and identify some of its key 
features such as capital cities.  
 
To know how to compare life in south 
America to my own country. 
 
To know about trade between a south 
American country and my own.  
 
 
  
 
 

 
To know how to identify land use using a 
digital map.  
 
To know why foods are imported and 
exported.  
 
To know how to identify some benefits and 
issues of importing food. 
 
 

 
To know how to draw conclusions around land 
use and how it has changed.  
 
To know how humans can affect the environment 
over time.  
 

To know the origins of varied materials.  

Year 5 Concept: Environment and 
sustainability 
Theme: Trade between the UK 
and the Americas 
 
I can explain the difference between 
imports and exports. 
 
I can explain why people in various places 
trade with others and some of the 
resources involved in this.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Concept: Human and Physical 
Features 
Theme: Mountains 
 
I can locate the seven summits on a map.  
 
I can describe the key features of a mountain 
and how they are formed.  

Concept: Human and Physical 
Features 
Theme: Biomes and Vegetation 
 
I can explain where the different biomes are and 
what is significant about them.  
 
To know how animals and vegetation have 
adapted to grow/evolve in these areas. 

Year 6  Concept: Human and Physical 
Features 

Concept: Human and Physical 
Features 

Concept: Environment and 
sustainability 



Theme: Central America 
 
To know how to locate North America on a 
world map, using latitude and longitude. 
 
To know how to compare New York with 
my home area. 
 
To know how to outline the main physical 
features of the Rockies and how people 
use them. 
 
To know how to describe the volcanic 
eruptions at Mount St Helens and the 
impact they have had on the surrounding 
area. 

Theme: Natural Disasters 
 
To know how to describe what happens at the 
boundaries between the Earth's plates and 
label a map of the plates. 
 
To know the key features of a volcano and 
locate them on a map.  
 
To know the effects of earthquakes on land I 
can identify the effects of earthquakes on 
people. 
 
To know how volcanoes and earthquakes are 
linked. 
 
 

Theme: Trade/Fair trade   
To know how trade links have changed over time.  
 
To know why sustainability is important in food 
produce and trade.  
 
To know why ethical practice is important in food 
produce and trade.  

 
To conduct a case study show my knowledge and 

understanding of fairtrade.  
 
 
 
 
 

 


